CASTE   AND   CUSTOMS
tur everyday experience who take every circumstance as a
cause for worry, and who are so convinced that all is
going wrong that they make life all go wrong. But turn
that same mind from fatalistic pessimism to a cheerful
attitude, and you have a new character with all the poten-
tialities for a fine and useful life. Think of the possibilities
of India, whose implicit belief in Karma on the Hindu
side, and in " the will of Allah " in the Moslem community,
is leading her children into a completely fatalistic view of
life. Think of the latent optimism and happiness, of the
millions of lives that might be made " worth while "—if
only India can be given that cheerfulness and optimism
which Christianity can but feebly give, but which Christ
can give to the full. They " call us to deliver " them—
and to deliver the goods, too, which is not dogma nor
denomination, but the Love of God and the Brotherhood
of Man, trust in God and obedience to Him.
Caste is firmly embedded in the Indian mind, so much
so that many Indian Christians take several generations to
throw it off. My own cook was not allowed to be married
in the " Christian " church next door to his father-in-law's
house. The wedding party had to go across country for a
mile to a little village barber's church ; his community was
the barber caste, and caste had stuck in the local Christians*
minds to this extent during fifty years or more of Chris-
tianity. Like all other vested interests, caste is hard to
get rid of. It is indeed a vested interest, and is exploited
to the full by those—such as some of the priests—who can
make something out of it.
Mr. Gandhi, one of the noblest souls of India, however
unpractical many people may think him, has had scant
success in his praiseworthy efforts to deliver the untouch-
able from certain of his disabilities. He saw that the basis
of untouchability was religious, and that the only place to
attack it was the temple, symbol and centre of the religious
life of the towns and villages. He demanded that the
rights of man should be granted to the outcaste, and that
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